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DEAR REBECCA,
God is moving mightily in Guatemala. He is delivering on the words of Jeremiah:
“Call to me, and I will answer you; I will tell you wonderful and marvelous things that you
know nothing about.”
J E R E M IA H 3 3 : 3 ( G O O D N E WS T R A N S L AT I O N )

Because of you, the Achí people of Cubulco are one step closer to knowing this Scripture for themselves.
Soon, this indigenous community will have the full Bible in their language. Then, they will be able to
read the words of Jeremiah for themselves:
“Chinasik’ij, yin kinla’ ni uwach chawe, xaq kinb’ij ni nimaq taq b’iroxik chawe chi uwam
uwach, chi yet aweta’am taj.”
J E R E M IA H 3 3 : 3 ( AC H Í O F C U B U L C O )

It’s been five years of work for translators at Bible Society of Guatemala. Five years of praying, searching,
and understanding the Scriptures. Five years of focus so that God’s Word is accessible for the very first
time to an entirely new language group: 85,000 Achí speakers— nearly 50,000 of whom are native to
the Cubulco region.
Your support is making a difference for a community waiting to hear God’s Word for the very first time.
Magdalena, one of the dedicated Achí translators, is overjoyed and sends you this message:
“Thank you so much for helping us with the Bible translation! We will soon have our own Bible in our
own language. We are so happy about it!”
It is our prayer that in June of 2019, the fullness of God’s Word will be ready and available for this people
group. I can only imagine the rejoicing will take place—both here on earth, as well as in the heavenly
realm—as the Achí people of Cubulco have fresh access to God through Scripture.
God bless you for being part of building his kingdom through the translation of his Word.
Serving together,

Roy L. Peterson
President and CEO
American Bible Society
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Bible Society of Guatemala longs for everyone to have an encounter with Jesus, know him on a personal
level, and have full access to God’s promises.
This means reaching the indigenous populations—one of whom is the Achí people of Cubulco, a
community of over 45,000 people. The challenges of extreme poverty, violence, and drug trafficking
make the delivery of God’s hope to this region even more urgent.
But your prayers and support are making it possible.
Much has been accomplished since your October 2016 update. Today, the full Achí of Cubulco Bible is
undergoing final review before printing. The Bible’s launch and dedication in 2019 will provide 3,000
Bibles to people in local churches throughout Cubulco in the Alta Verapaz Department.
The Scriptures will bless, encourage, and strengthen the Achí people during Sunday worship, Christian
education courses, and language training. They will support the spiritual growth of individuals, families,
and the community as a whole. And prayerfully, God’s Word will guide this nation to a place of peace
and wholeness.

MINISTRY OUTCOMES
Because of your passion for open access to God’s Word, individuals in Guatemala have been experiencing
the love of Jesus in the following ways:

4

•

At least 400 children and youth participated in school literacy programs in Baja Verapaz. The
children practiced their reading and writing using available Scripture from the new Achí of
Cubulco Bible.

•

The Bible Society of Guatemala recorded monthly Bible readings and literacy classes to air on
the local radio station. In this way, chapters of God’s Word reached the community while the
full Bible’s translation was still underway.

•

The Bible Society of Guatemala conducted daily Bible engagement workshops in two churches
and 10 schools. Completed portions of Scripture were read and discussed so community
members could engage with the Word of God in their language.

•

As part of the translation review process, chapters of Scripture were read aloud to community
members. They were invited to participate in revision readings, question and answer sessions,
and biblical discussions.
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FINANCE REPORT
Your generous investment of $20,000 in 2015 funded a significant portion of this 5-year Bible translation
project for the Achí people. This gift of God’s Word will leave a lasting legacy for generations to come.
Year

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

TOTAL

Cost

$32,780

$34,354

$34,354

$29,651

$11,779

$142,918

PLANNED ACTIVITIES
In the months to come, the following activities are scheduled so that the Achí of Cubulco Bible can
finally be placed into the hands of the Achí people.
Date

September–December 2018

January–March 2019

April–June 2019
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Activity

•

Send Bible to Korean Bible Society for typesetting

•

Final review by Bible Society of Guatemala

•

Begin printing

•

Plan Bible dedication ceremony

•

Host Bible dedication ceremony and distribute Bibles
to the Achí of Cubulco community
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Lucia Alvarez and Jorge Orozco translate the Bible into the Achí text using Paratext.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY
As Bible Society of Guatemala plans the printing and distribution of the Achí of Cubulco Bible, they are
requesting $30,000 to launch the translation. The number of Bibles printed will depend on the funds
raised, with the current goal set at 3,000.
Activity

Cost

Print 3,000 Achí of Cubulco Bibles*

$28,378

Host Bible Dedication Ceremony**

$1,622

TOTAL

$30,000

*On average, the cost to print an indigenous Bible is higher based on an increased number of pages, as
well as the low quantity needed for a small community.
**The total cost for the dedication ceremony is $9,868. The Achi of Cubulco community has contributed
the majority of funds needed, but a balance of $1,622 still remains.
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“

My dad started with the Bible translation project years ago. That is how I grew up—
witnessing his beautiful and valuable work, inspiring me with the desire to continue
with his legacy now that I am an adult. When he retired from the project, I didn’t hesitate to
join the team and translate.
“There is so much joy in my heart because I will finish what my father started and deliver to
my community a Bible in our native language. The translation project has been one of the
greatest experiences of my life!” – Magdalena Antret, Achí Bible Translator

PRAYER REQUESTS
•

Pray for the final phases of review, printing, and distribution of the Achí of Cubulco Bible.

•

Pray for people in the Achí community to open their hearts to receive God’s Word and grow
in their relationship with Jesus.

•

Pray that the desire for God’s Word will increase throughout Guatemala so that innumerable
lives can be touched.

THEME VERSE FOR THIS PROJECT
“The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to people.”
JOHN 1:4 (GNT)
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