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DEAR MRS. REBECCA CONTRERAS,
Thank you for your generous support of
both Palestinian Bible Society and Biblebased trauma healing in Jordan this past
year. Your giving continues to carry projects
through early 2019, but this report only covers
activity through June 2018. We’re reporting
now because we didn’t want to wait to
update you on the incredible ways God has
been at work this year. Through your giving
and prayers, you are encouraging desperate
and hurting people to turn to the God of the
Bible for healing and salvation.
The Middle East now reminds us of the
Middle East in the time of Jesus: people are
uneasy, tired, and wounded. Due to horrific
violence and ongoing conflicts, the region
is severely traumatized. But we praise God
that Jesus—our compassionate Savior and
ultimate Healer—is with us in the midst of
it all.

Bible-based trauma healing has been thriving in Jordan since it launched in
the country in 2014.

Without you, so many Christians would be left without support. So many refugees wouldn’t hear the good
news that God has not forgotten or lost them. So many children wouldn’t know the name of Jesus. So
many people who have suffered great loss wouldn’t know the healing of Christ.
Thank you for sharing the good news that Jesus is hope for the darkest of circumstances. You are a critical
partner in the work of trauma healing and of reaching Palestine with the message of Jesus. We pray that,
through this report, you see the difference your giving is making—and the great gospel healing that’s
yet to come.

“

All the nations that you have created will come and bow down to you; they will praise
your greatness.” Psalm 86:9 (GNT)
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MEET LAYLA

“

I know I suffered a lot, but I can’t imagine how much more the Lord suffered for me to
bear my pains.”

Layla is a young mother of six children. Her
hometown of Homs was destroyed in Syria’s
ongoing civil war. She survived 21 days
under the rubble of a building.
When Layla escaped from Syria, she saw
sights she can’t unsee. She witnessed
others languishing in pain and even dying
alongside the road. Layla and her family fled
to the north of Jordan, where they resettled
in a humble two-room home.
Life in Jordan is far from normal for Layla.
She lost three of her brothers in the war and
still fears for the fourth who is missing in
Syria. Her husband has suffered two strokes
and is unable to work. Her son is sick with
hepatitis, but she can’t afford treatment for
him. In an effort to care for her family, Layla
sells homemade foods like olives, za’atar
tomato jam, and eggplant pickles.

Layla is a refugee who met Jesus through the trauma healing program.
Layla’s identity is obscured for security purposes.

Layla had never been in contact with a Bible before she attended a trauma healing group. At the group,
she learned how to bring her pain to Jesus and how to forgive others. She says she’s never felt this level of
relief before. Now, although her life is still difficult, she is relying on God. Layla says, “I know I suffered
a lot, but I can’t imagine how much more the Lord suffered for me to bear my pains.”
Amid trouble and despair, Jesus Christ’s healing is soothing the souls of refugees like Layla and bringing
hope. Thank you for giving Layla the precious gift of hope.
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YOUR GIVING IS MAKING A DIFFERENCE:
UPDATES FROM PALESTINE AND JORDAN
ENCOURAGEMENT
There are fewer than 1,000 Christians in the Gaza strip, and Palestinian Bible Society is the only
Christian ministry making regular, weekly trips to Gaza. Palestinian Bible Society is also meeting weekly
with 35 children from the Gaza strip, teaching them lessons from the Bible. The consistent presence of
Palestinian Bible Society has been a huge encouragement to the remaining Christians in the area—and
an inspiration to others.

“

A Muslim man told our team in Gaza, “It is so special for me to get help from my
Christian neighbors.”

SECURITY
By hosting forums for Muslim and Christian youth to interact, Palestinian Bible Society is helping
break down isolation and fear, reducing the risk for future religious discrimination and paving the way
for a safer Middle East. This past year they held 5 gatherings to strengthen the teens’ faith and uplift
their spirits.

UNITY
Palestinian Bible Society is working with local churches to build a joint vision for maintaining and
developing ministry in Gaza—at a critical time when many Christians are losing hope and leaving the
area. They’ve also organized trips to archaeological locations in Gaza to help Christians there understand
how their faith is rooted in the region’s history and to remind them they are an important part of the
Middle East’s past, present, and future.

“

Jad, a Christian believer living and ministering in Gaza says, “I am called to live and
serve the Lord here. I will never leave my calling.”
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PERSEVERANCE
Ministry in Gaza is very risky, but Palestinian Bible Society has been serving the people of Gaza since
1999 without interruption, even during times of war and great personal risk. Palestinian Bible Society’s
ministries have not just survived but have grown in this turbulent environment. This is a tribute to our
partners’ hard work and commitment to sharing the Word of God in the Middle East.

EXPANSION
Bible Society of Jordan is a model for trauma healing in other Middle Eastern countries. In Spring 2018,
volunteers working with the Bible Society in Palestine attended an initial equipping session in Amman,
Jordan, with the goal of launching their own trauma healing program in the second half of the year. This
Palestinian team will have a Community of Practice (a support group for training and development
purposes) and a strong foundation thanks to the excellent trauma healing work happening in Jordan.

INNOVATION
Bible Society of Jordan is developing trauma healing materials specifically for Muslim communities.
These Muslim-friendly training materials, like all of Trauma Healing Institute’s curriculum, use the Bible
as a basis; the difference is that they are contextualized to better minister to non-Christian-background
peoples. Praise God that we are seeing more and more Muslim-background refugees participate in
healing communities!

TRAINING
Bible Society of Jordan trained 67 healing facilitators from a wide scope of churches and organizations
to lead healing groups for adults (47) and children (20). In addition, Bible Society of Jordan trained
100 coaches from Arab Women Today—a ministry working to see Arab women reconciled with God,
themselves, and society. These facilitators will lead groups in their communities—responding to the
hurting people around them and pointing them to Jesus for healing.

HEALING
This past year, Bible Society of Jordan made efforts to expand healing groups into refugee camps in
concentrated areas like Irbid and Mafraq. They have only reached 32 refugees so far this year but are
scaling to reach thousands more next year.* In addition, they walked 68 refugee children though the
healing journey at a 4-day children’s camp they hosted. In the first half of 2018, 139 people went through
Bible-based trauma healing groups in Jordan—finding new hope and trust in God in the midst of grief
and uncertainty.
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CHALLENGES
TO MINISTRY
Conflict in the Middle East continues to
put our programs at risk. Although we
have an established presence and persistent
ministry, the risks are real. We covet your
prayers as we engage in this area to see lives
changed by God’s Word.
We are experiencing difficulties in
reporting on trauma healing groups in
Jordan. Bible Society of Jordan’s trauma
healing ministry is growing so quickly that
it’s difficult to keep track of the number of
people being reached. We believe in firm
reporting structures to keep our ministry
partners accountable and our prayer and
financial partners abreast of our work.
We’re working with Bible Society of Jordan
to increase their staff size and improve our
feedback loop for reliable numbers.

Rani is a graduate of the first Bible-based Trauma Healing group in the
Middle East, held in Amman, Jordan. He is a filmmaker who is now using his
videography skills to share healing with others.

PRAYER REQUESTS
•

Pray for sustained faith for our brothers and sisters ministering in Gaza.

•

Pray for God to break down centuries-old conflict among Christians, Muslims, and religious
minority groups and to bring his peace to the Middle East.

•

Pray that many hurting people in the Middle East find healing in Christ.

•

Pray for the Bible Societies to identify people who have a calling and a heart for trauma
healing and who will be compassionate, God-inspired facilitators.

•

Pray for healing groups in the cities of Jordan and beyond to be a true beacon of hope and new
beginnings to refugees and those who are traumatized.

THANK YOU AGAIN!
Your generosity is changing lives through the power of God’s Word. Let us pass along the thanks of our
brothers and sisters in the Middle East. Thank you for helping sustain Christianity in Palestine and for
helping Jordanian refugees find healing in Jesus. Let’s believe God together for even greater ministry!
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