
2016 
BUDGET:

January 2016 to 
December 2016

Staff costs

$2,500
Scripture costs

$1,000
Other direct costs

$28,780
Indirect costs

$2,074
PROJECT COSTS:

$34,354

YTD ACTUAL 
BUDGET:

From January 2016 to 
July 2016

Staff costs

$1,250
Scriptures costs

$390
Other direct costs

$14,978
Indirect costs

$0
TOTAL:

$16,618

STATUS REPORT

Guatemala: God’s Word in the 
Heart Language of the Achí People
JANUARY 2016 – JULY 2016

CHALLENGE
The Achí people only have 

access to a few books of the 
Bible in their heart language, 
and many Achí cannot read 

their heart language.

SOLUTION
Complete the Achí Bible while 

hosting literacy classes and 
broadcasting Bible segments 

for local radio so that Achí 
people can encounter God’s 

love through his Word.

STATUS
50 percent of the entire Achí 

Bible translation has been 
completed, with a projected 

completion date of  
December 2018.

AT A GLANCE

Background & Context
The Achí, a Mayan people group who live in the center of 
Guatemala, do not have the entire Bible in their heart language. 
With only limited books of the Bible available in Achí, church 
leaders have struggled to effectively share God’s Word with their 
congregations. The need for a full Bible in Achí is especially 
urgent because many Achí people live in an environment rife 
with violence and drug trafficking. They need the peace and 
hope that God’s Word brings.

Work on the Achí Bible translation has been ongoing through 
different organizations and partnerships since at least 1984. 
Now the complete Bible translation is moving forward as a 

Lucia Alvarez and Jorge Orozco translate the Bible into Achí using  
ParaTExt software.



comprehensive effort in collaboration with the Bible Society 
of Guatemala. The team—comprised of three translators, 
one project coordinator and one literacy promoter—plans to 
complete the Bible by December 2018.

Once finished, the comprehensive translation will be available 
for an estimated 4,000 Achí church members, and used for 
Sunday worship services and Christian education classes. 
While 65 percent of Achí first-language speakers can read Achí, 
literacy classes are a component of the project to help the 35 
percent who cannot read Achi.

Project Status
The translation team most recently translated and reviewed 
Deuteronomy through 1 Samuel. The team distributed 
preliminary drafts of Acts, Amos and the Gospel of John to 
community members, who provided feedback on the accuracy 
of the translation. As more books are translated, the team plans 
to continue this rolling release and review with communities.

To date, 50 percent of the entire Bible has been translated. 
The team continues to receive guidance from a translation 
consultant. However, the completion date for the Bible 
translation has been moved from April 2018 to December 2018.

The literacy promoter reported that 310 people attend weekly 
Bible reading classes. The team also recorded six radio 
segments that feature Bible stories and Scripture reading in 
Achí.

Financial Update
The projects needs $29,651 for 2017. The 2017 figure is a 
reduction from the 2016 budget, because the project requires 
less funding as it nears completion.

 QUICK FACTS

51,900+
speakers of Achí in Cubulco, Guatemala

65%  
of the Achí people read their first language, 

making literacy programs critical for this 

project

4,000  
Bibles will be distributed to Achí church 

members

“The Word was the source of  life, and his life 
brought light to people. — John 1:4 (GNT)

 PRAYER NEEDS

• Pray that the 4,000 believers and the 
generation after them, who will receive 
the entire Bible in their language, will 
“find out for [themselves] how good the 
Lord is.” (Psalm 34:8)

• Pray that participants in the Bible 
literacy sessions would experience 
God on a deeper level than they’ve 
ever experienced him before.

• Pray for endurance and wisdom as 
the Achí translation team works to 
complete the Bible by the December 
2018 goal. Ask God to remove any 
barriers that could delay the project.

• Pray for community members who are 
reviewing portions of the Achí Bible. 
Pray that their experience would equip 
them to engage with Scripture in new 
and meaningful ways.
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